It is really confusing whether gastrointestinal stromal tumors (GIST) are benign or highly malignant. Authors in their case report mention that GIST are benign mesenchymal tumours of gastrointestinal tract, as per the Abstract and their Discussion, while in their conclusion they mention that GISTs are highly malignant.
Hence, I would like to draw the attention of authors that, essentially, to start with, GISTs are benign when they are microscopic or very small, i.e., <2 cm in size, if arising from stomach and are usually incidentally detected but when they attain large size or they become symptomatic they are mostly malignant GIST. According to NCCN Guidelines 2014, most GISTs behave in an indolent manner, and those smaller than 2 cm in size are almost universally benign, but similar lesions of small intestine tend to be more aggressive than Gastric GISTs. So, tumor size less than or equivalent to 2 cm with a mitotic rate of 5 mitosis per 50 high-power field on microscopic examination are to be considered as benign; otherwise, most are considered as malignant GISTs [1] .
Secondly, GISTs are the most common mesenchymal neoplasms of the gastrointestinal tract resulting from mutation in one of the receptor protein tyrosin kinase (KIT-called CD 117).Most GISTs (90-95 %) are KIT-positive; hence, CD 117 is quite diagnostic of GIST, but it does not mean that CD 117 positivity is associated with malignant behavior of GIST. Also, CD 117 is the most important immunohistochemical marker than CD 34 which is positive in <80 % cases of GIST [2] [3] [4] .
